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ROSS WELCH NAMED NEW AEDC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Arcata Economic Development Corporation has named Ross Welch as the organization’s new executive director. Welch comes to AEDC with 30 years of lending experience in Humboldt, Del Norte and Mendocino Counties. For the past eight years, Welch has worked in Humboldt County, most recently for Redwood Capital Bank where he worked in commercial lending and as branch manager. 


“As a lender, I always enjoyed working with AEDC. Whenever I had questions, I could call AEDC, and they knew how to answer my questions, and often how to help the client.  It was the expertise of AEDC’s staff, and the flexibility to help small businesses start up and expand that made the opportunity to work for this organization so appealing,” said Welch. 

With lending experience in three of the six counties served by AEDC, Welch hopes to be able to bring in additional clients from outlying communities. Currently 95% of AEDC loans are made in Humboldt County. AEDC also serves Del Norte, Mendocino, Lake, Trinity and Siskiyou. Welch’s experience goes beyond lending, as he has also served community organizations such as the Fort Bragg and Eureka Chambers of Commerce, and in service organizations such as the Crescent City JayCees, and Rotary Clubs in Eureka, Fortuna and Fort Bragg.


For thirty years, AEDC has strengthened the economic infrastructure of local communities by providing funding for new and growing businesses. While making capital available to businesses in six Northern California counties, AEDC also supports innovative and entrepreneurial programs that benefit regional economies, including affordable housing program management, scholarships for low to moderate income business owners and family child care funding to enhance the quality of programs serving the youngest community members. 
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