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RE: AEDC and First 5 Humboldt Reward Improved Child Care with Loan Repayment Program
Child Care I.Q. (Invest in Quality) is a new program to be launched by AEDC and First 5 Humboldt that will provide the resources for existing family child care providers and child care centers to enhance their child development environment. Child care providers can qualify for a loan from AEDC up to $5,000 for equipment, materials or professional development and have that loan re-paid by First 5 when they meet their program enhancement goals. 
“This partnership will allow child care programs to access small business funds. They don’t have to sweat the repayment on their own. They just need to focus on making measurable improvements,” said Helen Love, program coordinator for the First 5 Child Care I.Q. Program. 

Child care providers will work with First 5 to develop an improvement plan, secure a loan from AEDC and have that loan re-paid by First 5 when they meet their enhancement goals. 

While other communities have similar programs to encourage improvement in facilities, this may be the first partnership of its kind between child care and an economic development entity.

“The program supports the good work of the business owners in the child care profession, and they in turn support all of the people in the community who rely on quality child care services,” said Barbara Garza, executive director of AEDC. “We are very happy to work with First 5 on this unique program.” 

“First 5 Humboldt looks for ways to invest in the quality of child care programs, and AEDC wants to help businesses become more stable, so the Child Care I.Q. Program is a blend of our interests and missions,” said Love.

On March 1, selected locations at Arts Alive! will highlight local businesses for National Entrepreneur Week. First 5 Humboldt and Arcata Economic Development Corporation will have a display of posters at Moon’s Play n’ Learn on the corner of Fourth and F Streets. The posters will examine the role of child care in our local economy, from supporting the workforce to owning a child care business. 

For program applications and more information, contact Helen Love at First 5 Humboldt, 445-7385.  
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