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Junior Achievement Pilot Program Comes to Humboldt County Middle Schools 
 
Fill a need, Know your customer and product, Be creative and innovative and Believe in yourself are four tenants that local entrepreneurs hope to instill in local school students  through a pilot  Junior Achievement program hosted by the  Fortuna and McKinleyville Middle Schools.

Junior Achievement is an international educational program that focuses on work readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy.  The six session program,   "It's My Business!", introduces and reinforces fundamental concepts of business ownership using hands-on activities designed to entertain and educate at the same time. 

“Kids will learn about successful entrepreneurs and the skills they need to develop by playing games, creating business plans and designing a club house, among other things,” said Lynette Mullen, Junior Achievement Coordinator for the Eel River Valley. 

The pilot program is operating under the charter of Junior Achievement of Northern California and is possible through the support of the Headwaters Fund, Arcata Economic Development Corporation, Economic Fuel and the North Coast Small Business Resource Center. These agencies will also be working to establish a long term growth plan for Junior Achievement programs in Humboldt County .The Women Entrepreneurs Institute, Hutchin’s Grocery and Wallace and Hinz have provided additional funding support. 

Dr. Patti M. Hafner, Fortuna District Superintendent, participated in a Junior Achievement program prior to coming to Humboldt County.  “I saw first hand how well the students responded to the program and how eager they were to be involved. I’m really glad that the students of Fortuna Middle School are getting this opportunity to learn what it takes to become successful in business and to begin to think about the many options available to them.” 
“This a low-key way to introduce young people to the idea of becoming entrepreneurs,” observed  McKinleyville Middle School teacher Maureen Taylor.  “They participate in engaging activities in which they learn about famous entrepreneurs and how they got where they are today in business.”
According to Mullen, local volunteer entrepreneurs add even more to the program. “They bring their real-world experience to the students and allow the learning to go beyond the classroom. Participants will work with Fortuna Planning Commissioner and Tangles Beauty Salon owner Tami Gillam as a volunteer presenter, then see her in her salon. Local State Farm insurance agent Don Brown will bring ‘real life’ knowledge into the auction activity, based on his experience as an auctioneer.” 

 “We’re excited to have such a diverse group of volunteers representing well known businesses in our community,” added Junior Achievement District Coordinator Susan Seaman. “Jess McGuinty, who created her own hair product and turned it into a business, has a different perspective from Tom Tellez who bought an existing business. Paul Christen works for one of the largest construction companies in California, but lives in Eureka and telecommutes. Having a team instead of a single volunteer definitely has the advantage of giving the kids a broad idea of business opportunities available to them in the future.” 

Volunteer Shantaram Jones, a professional magician and owner of Arcata’s Hutchins Grocery looks forward to sharing his experiences with the students. “Ever since I was a kid I hustled to make money,   mowing lawns, cleaning a house, or performing a magic show. I feel that once the students believe in themselves the sky is the limit on what they can achieve.  I look forward to using this Junior Achievement program to encourage student interest in entrepreneurship,” he explained.  

Volunteer and Broker/Owner of Landmark Real Estate, Jeremy Stanfield, hopes his participation in the program reaps additional benefits,   “I think that a young person that has a vision to be an entrepreneur might be inspired to see someone that was born and raised in the same town as they were become successful. They might feel a connection with someone that was taught in the same schools as they were and realize that if they want something they can get it.” 

The Fortuna and McKinleyville programs will run through April. “This year is a small, manageable project to make our introduction of Junior Achievement to Humboldt. Our hope is that one day the students in these programs will be volunteering in their kids’ classes in Humboldt, sharing their own successful business experiences.” 

For more information about how to volunteer, or get Junior Achievement in your school, visit  www.ja.org or contact District Coordinator Susan Seaman at 822-4616 ext. 12

